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As p a rt o f  w hat I . understand  to  be the them e o f this Conference, 
nam ely N ew  Z ealand library  needs and tasks du ring  the decade, there 
has been no serious objection to  the suggestion th a t in o rd e r to pro­
vide som e basis fo r discussion in this session I should  say a little 
abou t o u r resources o f N ew  Z ealand research  m aterial du ring  the next 
10 years. Superficially this m ight appear to som e a qu ite  unnecessary 
task ; we have a f te r  all fairly  extensive resources o f N ew  Zealand 
m aterial, ap a rt from  the fact tha t to  som e they ap p ea r to  be largely 
locked up  in certain  libraries in A uckland , W ellington, Christchurch 
o r D unedin ; w e a re  m uch m ore aw are o f  o u r lack  o f overseas 
m aterials in the general fields o f know ledge. T he  N ew  Z ealand field 
will look a fte r itself. T he  fac t th a t it does som ehow  tend to  look 
a fte r  itself is perhaps the m easure o f its im portance. W hile in a coun- , 
try  the size o f N ew  Z ealand the num ber o f research  w orkers who are, 
fo r exam ple, vocal ab o u t the shortage of m aterial on C hinese painting 
o f the M ing dynasty, grow ing avocados o r  bu ild ing a nuclea r reactor, 
is lim ited, m any  individuals, o rganisations, even G overnm en t Depart­
m ents a re  concerned  abou t the h istory  o f N elson, fungicide infesta­
tion  o f P inus rad ia ta , o r  M aori-E uropean  relations.
But first o f all, w hat do  we m ean by resources? W e are considering 
resources no t m erely in the sense o f th e ir acquisition  bu t o f their 
organisation  and  record ing— it is not sufficient m erely  to have some­
thing, it has to  be available fo r th e  degree o f use w hich is appropriate 
to  the institu tion  housing it. T he  prim ary  purpose m ay be to preserve 
the book o r docum ent and  n o t to  w ear it o u t bu t in th is discussion 
we are  considering basically availability  and use.
A gain, w hose resources? T h ere  are  tw o aspects o f th is: the re- ' 
sources o f the coun try  as a  w hole in w hich it m ay be acceptable, or 
necessarily acceptable, if one copy o r  set is held, and  secondly the ' 
resources o f individual libraries. In  the ra th e r p recarious affluence 
w hich som e libraries m ight, relatively speaking, be trapped  in to  ad-
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mitting th a t they have enjoyed fo r a b rief period, we have perhaps 
heard a little  less ab o u t the first aspect, the one copy theory , and  
much m ore ab o u t the la tte r, th e  necessity fo r local dup lication  to  
meet specific needs. Perhaps surprisingly this question arises in the 
New Z ealand contex t w here a g rea t deal o f potential research  m aterial 
is unique and  w here m any books are  know n only by a few surviving 
copies. A t the m om ent, w hatever we m ay th ink of the last 10 years, 
the next 10 do no t look too  prom ising; a p ruden t stock-tak ing  and 
equally carefu l and  p ru d e n t p lann ing  is essential. W e m ay have to  
struggle to  hold o u r g round  on w hat we have achieved. So w hat have 
we done w ith the last 10 years?
A cquisition-w ise it w ould be nice to  claim  th a t nationally  we have 
been able to  get everything of specifically N ew  Z ealand in terest we 
have needed. A  close study o f even B ethune’s records during  the 
period w ould show  th a t this has not been so; perhaps in the m inor 
instances w hat has been passed u p  has been considered dear at the 
price. H ow ever, th is has often  no t been the case and the fact tha t 
several o f us w ere glad to  aid the passage o f a H istorical A rticles 
Act proh ib iting  th e  export o f certa in  unique item s from  N ew  Z ea­
land shows am ong o th e r things th a t we did no t feel tha t o u r resources, 
unaided, w ould ensure th a t such items w ould be held and sold in 
New Z ealand. So fa r  as item s dealing exclusively w ith N ew  Z ealand 
in overseas catalogues are  concerned , the situation  has been and 
still is precarious. T he  N ational L ibrary  during  the past eight m onths 
has been able to  ensure th a t T urnbu ll w ould no t m iss ou t bu t I can 
readily foresee c ircum stances and  collections w hich could still cause 
financial em barrassm ent. But w hen we com e to Pacific m aterial in 
which we are  in terested w ith o th e r N ew  Z ealand libraries we have 
to adm it thaa t na tionally  and  individually  w e are in a w orld m arket 
in w hich o u r resources are  no t keeping pace. M em bers m ay recall 
the noted C ook  auction  a t w hich a  particu la r C ook log sold fo r five 
times w hat the collective efforts o f T urnbu ll and  the M itchell could 
raise, the sale price being the N ationa l L ib rary  Service’s total book 
vote no t so m any years ago.
And w ithin N ew  Z ealand  we have long since reached the stage at 
which we adm it by defau lt tha t no one library  gets everything pub­
lished in N ew  Z ealand. C learly  the N ational L ib rary— G enera l A s­
sembly L ibrary  and A lexander T urnbu ll L ibrary— should and does get 
more than any o ther lib rary , but there  are  certain  m inor categories 
of local serials and ephem era  w hich it does not collect as part o f cu r­
rent acquisition policy. A s I suggested som e 15 years ago, this is quite 
right and p roper provided som e local responsibility is accepted re­
gionally in A uckland , C h ris tchu rch  and  D uned in  and fu rth e r dow n 
in the local collection  level.
Com parisons a re  invidious and  one does no t have the full facts 
on which to  base judgm ent, bu t I w ould th ink  th a t du ring  the past 
10 years in acquisition , som e university  and a few public libraries
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have perhaps been able to  ob ta in  a w ider range o f N ew  Zealand 
m aterial than  h itherto  but th a t m ajo r N ew  Z ealand collections other 
th an  those associated w ith th e  N ational L ib rary  have no t been able 
to  im prove the ir position w here cash outlay  o th e r than  actual dona­
tion  is involved. T h is in ference  if co rrec t does seem  to ca rry  some 
im plicit lim itation on the scale o f collecting in such libraries and I 
am  th ink ing  specifically o f the collections in the A uck land  Museum, 
A uckland Public  L ibrary , C an te rbu ry  M useum  and  H ocken  Library.
B ut a t the resources level there  have been som e gains. T hanks to 
the A ustralian  Jo in t C opying  P ro jec t, the N ational A rchives and 
T urnbu ll L ib rary  have m icrofilm s. T he fact tha t these are  positive 
m icrofilm s w hich som e universities now feel should  exist in copy 
form  also in the university  raises som e problem s fo r the past and 
fu tu re  w hich we have to  resolve, bu t the po in t is tha t fo r a fairly  mini­
m al travel expenditure  w ithin N ew  Z ealand the m ateria l copied can 
be found. T h ere  is m uch  m ore  overseas still to  be copied  w hen it 
has been identified and  I feel very strongly  th a t it is the responsibility 
and  du ty  o f the N ational L ib rary  to  do this, w ith th e  assistance of 
a  L ondon-based liaison officer.
W hen w e com e to  cata loguing  and b ib liographical contro ls, the 
p ic tu re  is equally  uneven. In cataloguing we are  doing th ings very 
m uch as 10 years ago; developm ent has been less rap id  here than  in 
any o th e r field and I w ould guess tha t in 10 years’ tim e we shall, 
because o f lack  o f hardw are  and w herew ithal, be still doing o u r  cata­
loguing in very  m uch  the sam e w ay. B ut w ith in  the N atio n a l Library 
fam ily w e a re  concerned  th a t we even have to  consider the possibility 
o f  prov id ing  space fo r  a card  cata logue o f  4 ,000 ,000  card s a p a rt from 
the N ationa l U nion  C atalogue.
B ibliographically , as has been pointed o u t in various contexts, much 
has been accom plished although  the m ajo r pro jects have taken  longer 
th an  a  decade to  get to  the point o f effective use. T he  N ational Union 
C atalogue began in 1941, the retrospective section  in 1949, and  it is 
still no t com pleted  although  very rap id  progress has been m ade dur­
ing the last tw o years thanks to  the use o f X erox  C opv-fio. It took 
16 years to  get to  the first edition  o f  the U nion  L is t o f  Serials  and  it 
will probably  be an exact 30 to  the com pletion o f the second this year. 
H aving regard  to  the staffing and accom m odation  available, I  do  not 
see tha t e ither o f these im portan t p ro jects could have been pushed 
th rough  m ore rapid ly . T he  retrospective N atio n a l B ibliography was 
com m enced in 1948 bu t m ade little real progress un til 1955 from 
w hen it took  very nearly  the decade to  p roduce the check-list; it will 
take ano ther decade to  com plete  publication  allow ing fo r the fact 
th a t m ost of th e  real w ork on the p re-1890 section has still to  be done.
C oincidentally , the N ew  Z ealand S em inar itself began  som e 10 
years ago  largely on the initiative o f M r F ran k  R ogers, now  a t the 
U niversity  o f  N ew  E ngland . P articu larly  in the early  years it filled a 
p lace and som e o f its sessions w ere regarded as ones in w hich those
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concerned could  really get to  grips w ith  a problem . H ow ever, I w ould 
like to  question  w hether the narrow er technical aim s of the S em inar 
could no t be better m et on the one hand by a specialised sem inar 
for those d irectly  concerned , such as M onday’s M ap Sem inar, and 
on the o ther, w hether its re ten tion  does no t deflect an excessive 
parochialism . T h e  A ustra lians have no th ing  like it and it w ould be 
am using to  speculate  on the ch a rac te r and  natu re  of an L .A . o r  A .L .A . 
session fo r th e  lib rarians o f British and A m erican  collections respec­
tively. W e are  all concerned  w ith N ew  Z ealand  books and  bib lio­
graphical services. If we th ink we a re  not, then  perhaps som e suprem e 
arbitra to rs should  exam ine o u r professional com petence to  hold our 
positions. A t the L .A .A . 1965 C onference w hich I a ttended  there 
were a t least three papers w hich in N ew  Z ealand w ould have been 
relegated by a  p rogram m e com m ittee to  this Sem inar. T hese w ere, 
however, o rd in a ry  sessions like 40 o thers.
The Sem inar, adm inistratively , has no continu ity  o r  constitu tionally  
delegated task. In the past the B ibliographical Sub-C om m ittee o f the 
Library R esources C om m ittee and the paren t com m ittee itself have 
been responsible fo r policy recom m endations in the area of the C om ­
mittee, as has the A rchives C om m ittee  (w hen it has m e t) . In  the 
future there  w ill be the L ibrary  R esources C om m ittee  o f the A ssocia­
tion, w hich presum ably  will still wish to  retain  som e interest in aspects 
of this field, and  the N ational L ib rary  T rustees R esources C om m it­
tee, a  com m ittee o f  lib rarians w hich had  its first m eeting last D ecem ­
ber. I am proposing that m ajo r papers should be p art o f the C o n ­
ference program m e and th a t m ore technical m atters should be dealt 
with in a  study sem inar.
H owever, before  doing this perhaps we should consider w hat in­
stitutionally, individually , and  as A ssociation  m em bers, w e should do 
to extend o u r resources in the  N ew  Zealand field and  to  provide the 
approach to  them .
O ur first aim  is to continue w hat we have started  and , w here d e ­
sirable, to  com plete it. T h is  m ay seem  so obvious as scarcely to  w ar­
rant com m ent. B ut at this tim e it w ould be a m istake to  take the 
continued existence o f  the projects I have m entioned fo r granted , least 
of all because the N ational L ib rary  has been established. It m ight 
be thought, fo r exam ple, th a t any  project w hich had struggled through 
17 or 20 years in the N ational L ib rary  C en tre  w ould hencefo rth  be 
assured o f existence in perpetu ity  if necessary. P robably  so, bu t it 
should no t be assum ed. Som e o f you  will have seen a recen t a n ­
nouncement tha t the B .N .B . is abou t to  take over a five-storey build­
ing of 18,000 square feet. If  we assum e tha t the B.N.B. deals approx i­
mately with 25,000 titles and  th a t there are som e 1,000 in the cu rren t 
New Zealand N ational B ibliography, then  one tw enty-fifth o f the 
space o r 720 square feet m ight be considered. O ne-tenth  o f th a t area 
would be nearer the m ark , w hile as is well know n, we have no t yet 
been able to find the space in the T urnbu ll build ing to  bring  over the
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retrospective N ational B ibliography, although we are  hopefu l that 
som e w ay round  this difficulty can be found.
Sim ilarly, in the first pa in fu l exercise in ra tionalisation  in w hich the 
N ational L ibrary  has indulged, the m erging o f C opyrigh t Publica­
tions, C opyrigh t L is t and C urrent N a tiona l B ibliography, we hope 
and, speaking at least fo r m yself, we shall do  all we can to  ensure 
th a t th e  new  publication  N ew  Z ealand  N a tiona l B ibliography  is a 
w orthy successor o f the com bined efforts o f the past. But whatever 
has been said o f the duplication  in this area, it did have some 
o f the com pensations o f com petition  and, so fa r  as coverage was 
concerned , I  feel sure th a t it has been covered better du ring  the past 
10 years as a com bined effort th an  it was befo re o r— dare  I say it— 
than  it m ight be in the fu tu re . In plain language, rationalisation  is 
no t alone the u ltim ate  answ er and on this precise point o f coverage 
the question  could well be asked how  finely should we drag  the net 
nationally  as d istinct from  regionally, particu larly  in the marginal 
areas o f  local serial publications and ephem era.
R a t i o n a l i s a t i o n  o f  C o l l e c t i n g
T he fac t th a t five m ajo r N ew  Z ealand collections in the fou r centres 
together w ith a grow ing nu m b er o f provincial m useum s are  all in 
com petition  fo r the relatively m eagre records o f N ew  Z ea lan d ’s 125 
years o f history, and  the still lim ited literacy o f its 2 i  million people, 
is a m atte r w hich causes me som e concern . Y ou m ay be unconvinced 
by the sta tem en t that this concern  existed before I took up my ap­
po in tm ent w ith w hat is possibly the m ajo r co m petito r in this field. 
I have said earlie r th a t com petition  w ithin lim its w as a good thing 
and  this applies also  in the records and  m anuscrip ts fields. Some 
years ago the possibility o f local collections w ith a lim ited am oun t of 
m aterial o f this kind w as discussed in an artic le  in N ew  Zealand  
libraries bu t certain  m inim al lim its w ere proposed. In favour of a 
m ore unbrid led  developm ent are  tw o factors, firstly the claim  that 
m aterial will be given to  a local repository  w here it can  readily  be 
seen by those in terested in records o f the com m un ity ’s activities, 
ra th er than  to  a national institu tion  probably  som e distance away. 
I am  not a ltogether convinced abou t the validity  o f this argum en t al­
though  it is difficult, naturally , to  disprove such claim s. T he  second 
point— and this is a m uch m ore valid one— is th a t regardless o f any 
attem pt by any group  o f institu tions to define a reas and scope— and 
the subheading o f this section suggests th a t a fo rm al a ttem p t by 
institutions to  lim it the ir fields m ight be m ade— individuals will 
natu rally  exercise the ir dem ocratic  and, in this field, highly personal 
right to  give fam ily records to the institution o f th e ir choice. T his is 
a  situation  we have to  live w ith and nothing can o r  should be done 
to  change this pa ttern . H ow ever, as against the grow ing in terest of 
provincial m useum s in this field m ust be set firstly the fact tha t many 
o f these institu tions are  unlikely to  be able to  service the m aterial 
adequately ; and secondly, as I have so often seen, w hat is collected
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is only a fragm en t o r a section o f w hat is a lready in som e o th e r in ­
stitution elsew here. T h ird ly , it is c lea r tha t w hat any provincial insti­
tutions can now collect by the m ost vigorous and active policy can 
only be a  sm all p roportion  o f w hat is already  in the N ational A rchives 
and in  the national N ew  Z ealand  collections. In  o th e r w ords, the 
m anuscript assem bled canno t be a  useful body of research m ateria l 
but only a  series o f m useum  exam ples o f the k ind  o f record  once 
kept. It is easy to  say th a t scholars a re  long suffering, can  get funds 
to travel, do n ’t m ind  travelling  and d o n ’t m ind w here the m aterial 
is so long as they  can  get a t it. T h is has never been my own view  as 
a researcher and  I am  sure from  my experience at T urnbu ll tha t this 
is not true  o f o thers. O ne m ajo r m ethod  fo r the redisposition o f our 
material is c learly  by photocopying . A lready , the m eeting o f pho to ­
copying requ irem ents is becom ing a m ajo r responsibility , if not, w ith 
our lim ited technical resources, som ething o f a burden . D espite w hat 
we are already  doing w e tend , 1 th ink, to  speak a little too  loosely 
about the possibilities o f an early  m ajo r exchange policy w ith the aid 
of this m ethod. T h is  c learly  will com e in tim e. I t is a developm ent 
which is logical and reasonable  but c learly  it will take tim e and re­
sources to  organise and I do  th ink  th a t the resources should be those 
of the local au tho rity  concerned  and no t necessarily  those o f the 
central G overnm ent. T o  a certa in  extent m uch could be done on an 
exchange basis, and  in fac t has been opera ting  on a  sm all scale for 
some tim e. T here  is m aterial, fo r exam ple, in every library  and 
museum in the coun try  w hich we w ould like copies o f fo r the national 
collection. C orrespondingly  we have a varying am oun t w hich deals 
with the areas served by provincial institutions. But beyond the basis 
of any equitab le  exchange there is a vast am oun t o f m aterial, p artic ­
ularly in the N ational A rchives, w hich is essential to the study o f local 
history. P erhaps we are  m aking to o  m uch o f this, and we should 
develop the C anad ian  policy w here the N ational L ibrary  takes copies 
of certain m aterial both fo r itself and the local library  interested. 
In the larger coun tries overseas the p ractice o f travel to  the national 
and provincial repositories by scholars is fairly  generally  accepted. 
In New Z ealand in the library  field we have prided ourselves on 
perhaps being a  little in advance o f the rest o f the w orld in taking 
materials to  the readers. T h is is a good th ing w hich can  in m odera­
tion be extended to  the area o f p rim ary sources, bu t there are essen­
tial lim itations to  w hat can  and  should  be done in this way. C ertain  
collections from  th e ir na tu re  and you th , together o f course w ith the 
terms of deposit, preclude a general exchange. M any o f us, too, in 
the N ational L ib ra ry  and  in the N ational A rchives are  convinced of 
the advantage both  to  the research  w orker as well as to  the institu ­
tion of his doing a considerable p art o f  his research , o r  a t least in itia t­
ing his research, in person in the institution instead o f firing off a 
series of rocket-like requests fo r photo-copies. T here  are few research 
fields fo r w hich a tra ined  and  in form ed staff canno t supply  back­
ground ancillary  in fo rm ation  and  sources w hich they com e across
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by system atic search  o r  serendipity . T his is done m uch  m ore effec­
tively and  natu ra lly  fo r one w ho has honou red  the institu tion  with 
his presence and  m ade his specific w ants know n.
D u p l i c a t i o n  o f  B o o k s  a n d  P a m p h l e t s
A  trend  o f the last 25 years o f w hich I w as aw are from  my ex­
perience in the N ational L ib rary  C en tre  as well as a  personal book 
user, b u t w hich was b rough t hom e to m e qu ite  strik ingly  on my re­
tu rn  to  T urnbu ll, w as m anifest in the w ear and  te a r  on a  g rea t many 
m uch-used N ew  Z ealand and Pacific books. A  superficial examina­
tion  o f the shelves has show n tha t a lready, o f a num ber o f ra re  titles, 
the L ibrary  has no copy in the original binding. M any o f those which 
have been rebound  m ay no t stand  being rebound  a second tim e. How 
m uch m ore serious from  a consum er’s point o f view is, fo r example, 
th e  p light o f the new er universities and o th e r libraries w ho need to 
build  up  a basic N ew  Z ealand collection. A  great m any o f the items 
w anted  are  in the ra re  book category . C learly  we have to m ake our 
own N ew  Z ealand version o f the South A ustralian  reprin t programme 
if this situation  is to  be arrested  and these titles are to becom e in 
any way m ore readily  available. T his is a m a tte r w hich we intend to 
get going system atically  this year. I canno t give details because 1 have 
no t y e t discussed all possibilities w ith the publishing and  printing 
au thorities concerned. I t does, how ever, seem  to be a N atio n a l Library 
responsibility  to  give a  lead in th is d irection .
M a n u s c r i p t  M a p s  a n d  M a p s  N o t  P a r t  o f  S e r i e s
In  view of the M ap Sem inar on M onday  last any relatively unin­
form ed com m ents such as m ine should be kept to  a m inim um . How­
ever, as a user o f m aps I have long been im pressed w ith the need 
fo r som e accessible national inventory dow n to  1900 of m anuscript 
m aps and  m aps issued o th e r than  as a series. A s fa r as I am aware 
the pro ject carried  th rough  under the auspices o f  the C anterbury 
B ranch o f the N ew  Z ealand G eographical Society som e years ago 
in listing all know n m aps dealing  w ith C an te rb u ry  is still the only 
one o f this k ind to  have been b rough t to  a conclusion . I  w ould  hope 
tha t nationally  as well as regionally du ring  the nex t decade, in co­
opera tion  w ith the D epartm en t o f L ands and Survey, the largest 
holders o f such m aps, th a t a national inventory  o r  union catalogue 
o f o u r holdings on the above lines could be com pleted .
M a n u s c r i p t s
Som ething has been said above abou t the relative advantages of 
national o r local acquisition  o f m anuscrip t m aterial. C learly , however, 
we all need to  do m ore th an  we have yet been able to  do  to  step up 
o u r acquisition o f m anuscrip ts and to  u n dertake  m ore systematic [ 
ways o f tapp ing  likely sources. O ne o f the m ost strik ing  features of 
any large m anuscrip t collection  is the relative poverty  o f any lib rary ’s 
holdings fo r th e  last 80 years. W e are  all able to  add from  tim e to 
tim e to  o u r holdings o f m aterial th rough  the M aori W ar period— it 
is surprising  how  such letters and jou rnals still m anage to  tu rn  u p -
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but there  is a  dearth  o f m ateria l fo r the m odern  period. Several rea­
sons fo r this will o ccu r to  you  bu t it is not a situation  w hich I think 
is likely to  im prove, sim ply because the m ateria l has no t been kept 
or has been lost. T h a t is w hy as p art o f o u r general program m e m ore 
positive and  con tinu ing  gu idance and public urging needs to  be given 
on this m atter. B ibliographically  we continue w ith o u r U nion C a ta ­
logue of M anuscrip ts. It is a  question  fo r fu tu re  consideration  w hether 
the rules o f  en try  should  not be am ended to  require  fu ller descrip­
tion and an n o ta tio n  o f the con ten ts on the lines o f th e  A ustralian  
U nion C atalogue. T he  w ork  done on T u rn b u ll’s ow n m anuscrip t ca ta ­
logue perm its a  form  o f en try  sim ilar to  the A ustralian  one w ith a 
m inim um  o f add itional w ork , bu t the m uch sim pler reporting  re­
quired fo r the U nion  C atalogue o f M anuscrip ts w ill no t allow  this 
to be done w ithou t referring  back m ost o f the entries to  the libraries 
concerned.
A r t  M a t e r i a l  a n d  P h o t o g r a p h s  
H ere in the sho rt term  each library  continues to  struggle on inde­
pendently as best as it can. W e have in the past exchanged views on 
our respective techniques and m ethods of classification a t this 
Seminar, as well as privately , and I w ould hope th a t we w ould con­
tinue to  do  this. T he  only project w hich calls fo r com m ent is the 
topographical index com m enced m any  years ago by the A uckland 
Gallery bu t now  I unders tand , v irtually  in abeyance. It is m ost de­
sirable th a t som e m eans be found  to give new  im petus to  this p ro ­
ject and th a t the coopera tion  of partic ipating  libraries be obtained  as 
well as som e suppo rt fo r adequate  editorship . T his is a policy m atte r 
for discussion, p robably  in an o th e r place by an app rop ria te  com m it­
tee and perhaps even w ith  the A rt G alleries and M useum s A ssocia­
tion of N ew  Z ealand. T he  m ain po in t is th a t the w ork  should be 
pressed ahead w ith.
A n a l y s is  o f  M a t e r i a l  
The final po in t w hich I wish to  m ake this afternoon  relates to the 
need to  record  fu lly  w hat we have. I tried  to  m ake this point 12 
months ago a t the A uck land  C onference in a discussion o f the fu ture 
of the catalogue, in w hich the view was put fo rw ard  th a t we need to 
strip down and sim plify as fa r  as we can o u r ca ta loguing  procedures 
which are prim arily  in tended to  identify  a book and to  enable it to 
be found on the shelves. T he  m uch  m ore im portan t task  is th a t o f 
recording and indexing the con ten ts o f potential research  m aterial in 
the New Z ealand  field. Som e o f you  m ay feel, as c learly  do m any 
overseas libraries, th a t basically  this is not the lib ra ry ’s task; p ro ­
vided our m ajo r holdings a re  recorded in the ca ta logue and  m ay be 
found by the staff, w hat is in them  is a  m atte r fo r the research  w orker 
and not fo r th e  lib rarian . T his, I  th ink , is a som ew hat short-sighted 
view, one w hich can  be com pared  to  th e  function  o f lib rariansh ip  as 
seen in the la te r stages o f m onastic  libraries and chained books.
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L ibraries w hich hold a range o f m anuscrip t m ateria l do  have, I think, 
an  obligation no t m erely to  include it in th e  U n ion  C atalogue of 
M anuscrip ts bu t to  p rep are  at least outline inventories o f  its contents. 
T o  m e this is an essential p art o f the duties and  responsibilities of 
such custody. A gain, to  save w ear and te a r on m ateria ls, to  enable 
m ore  answ ers to  recu rring  questions to  be given, w e need to  press 
on  vigorously w ith the various indexing procedures and  projects 
w hich  w e have talked ab o u t so often  in the last decade b u t on which 
so little real p rogress has been m ade. In this respect I am  glad to say 
th a t th e  T urnbu ll L ib rary  is a t last abou t to  s ta rt indexing the Well­
ington P rovincial C ouncil A c ts  and  Proceedings bu t, as you are  aware, 
this is one o f a num ber o f such  projects w e have discussed in other 
years.
In  these ra th e r scattered  no tes I have touched  upon a  num ber of 
im portan t, even controversial, topics. In  conclusion I w ould say only 
th a t w e m ust ensure th a t w e a re  able to  con tinue  on the lines o f work 
we have com m enced.
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